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1.888.772.8400 
Big to small... We do it all 

 

 

 

Bolt-On Pick Up Metal Carrier Installation Manual 
 
 

 
Thank you for your purchase of an Unruh Fab metal carrier for your Unruh Fab 
pickup rack.  We have designed and built this rack so that you can easily load 
and safely transport your product for many years to come. 
 

Please follow these steps for optimal performance of your metal carrier and 
pickup rack.  We recommend reading through the instructions completely before 
starting to ensure you do not get halfway through a step and need something.  
Feel free to call us should you have questions or suggestions at 888- 772-8400. 
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Step 1. Verify That All Parts and Pieces Are At Hand.              

• (1) tube nose frame 

• (2) angle gusset braces 

• (2) Removable cross braces 

• (4)Star handle threaded bolts 

• (18) 3/8” bolts 2 1/2” long 

• (36) flat washers  

• (18) 3/8” nuts 

• (2) black square end caps 

• (1) wind deflector 

• (5) Self threading screws 

• (5) ¼” rivets 

• (1) Cross brkt assy, Driver front, (1) opposite for Passenger front 

• (1) Cross brkt assy, Driver mid, (1) opposite for Passenger mid 

• (1) Cross brkt assy, Driver rear, (1) opposite for Passenger rear 
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Step 2. Obtain Desired Tools. 

• Drill 

• 1/4” and 3/8” drill bits 

• 9/16" wrench 

• Ratchet with 9/16" socket 

• 5/16” nut driver or 1/4” rivet gun 

• (4) Clamps, vice or c-type suggested 

• Knife or razor blade 

• Ladder 

• Safety Glasses 
 

Step 3. Prepare The Pick Up Rack. 

• The pickup rack onto which the metal carrier will be installed needs to be 
assembled prior to mounting the metal carrier.  If you have access to a 
forklift of around six people then you can assemble everything on the 
ground and then mount the whole rack, including metal carrier on the 
truck.  The advantage of doing it this way is that there is no danger of the 
metal carrier falling during installation and scratching the roof of the 
pickup cab.  The rack being on the ground also makes reaching things 
easier and may require less use of a ladder. 

• If, on the other hand, you do not have access to a forklift or many people 
then we recommend the pickup rack be installed on the truck and then 
the tube nose metal carrier be added later.  The advantage of this 
method is that two people can complete the installation of both the rack 
and metal carrier. 

 

Step 4. Install Metal Carrier Cross Member Brackets 

• Locate the two cross member bracket assemblies marked front. Clamp to 
the long “A” tube at the front on each side of the rack (driver side and 
passenger side) as shown in the below picture. The flat surface of the 
angle that the cross tube will sit on needs to be 29” above bed rail. That 
flat surface should be horizontal with the ground and level with the one for 
the opposite side. The sides of the bracket should be flush with the long 
“A” tube. The bracket assy’s are marked with their required locations 

• Using the pre-drilled holes in the brackets as a guide, drill through the 1½” 
tube.  Once holes are drilled, bolt the assembly to the pickup rack using 
the 3/8” x 2 ½” bolts, flat washers on each side, and nut to secure in place. 

• Repeat the above steps for the mid and rear bracket assemblies. The mid 
brackets should be placed on the second “A” tube and face the rear of the 
rack. The rear brackets assemblies will be on the rear most “A” tube and 
also face the rear. 

 
 
 
 



Pick Up Bolt-On Metal Carrier Installation Manual 20210707.doc4 Of 9 Unruh Fab, Inc. 
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Step 5. Install Metal Carrier Cross Members 

• Locate the two removable cross member tubes (1 ½ square tubes with 
black plastic end caps) and 4 Star handle threaded bolts. 

• Place the two removable cross member tubes (with black end caps)  in the 
brackets provided in the body of the rack.  NOTE: Do not put one on the 
front of the rack; one goes at the rear of the rack (Shown in picture) and 
one in the middle of the rack. 

• Thread the 4 Star handle threaded bolts into the threaded portion on the 
brackets to tighten the bars 

 
 

By installing the metal carrier cross members first, you will provide yourself with a 
reference point to use when leveling the tube nose frame later in the process 
since you want the two cross members and the tube nose frame to all be at the 
same height. 
 

 

Step 6. Install Support Gussets 

Leave bolts slightly loose until this step is 
complete. This will allow for adjustment and 
positioning. 

• Locate the (2) angle gusset braces. 

• Lay out the gussets (note where bolt is 
shown in the picture) and mark where 
hole needs to be drilled in the top tube of 
the rack.  Slotted end of the angle gusset 
braces will go to the top of the pickup 
rack.. 

• Drill a 3/8” hole in the top tube of the 
rack. 

• Once hole is drilled, bolt the angle brace 
to the top of the pickup rack using the 
3/8” x 2 ½” bolts.  Leave bolts finger tight. 

• Repeat the above steps on other side (driver side and passenger side) 
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Step 7. Position Tube Nose Metal Carrier 

DURING THIS STEP TAKE CARE NOT TO 
SCRATCH THE CAB OF THE TRUCK—WE 
RECOMMEND PLACING A BLANKET OVER 
THE CAB TO PREVENT THE TUBE NOSE 
METAL CARRIER FALLING AND SCRATCHING 
THE PAINT. 

• Locate the angle mounting plates at the 
front of the rack (1 ½” angle bolted to front 
of rack) 

• Set tube nose frame on the angle 
mounting plates and clamp. 

 

 
• Clamp the angle gusset braces to the tube nose frame also. 
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• The nose cone frame should hold in place at this point.  Step to the front 
or rear of the truck and sight down through the rack and ensure that the 
front of the nose cone is level with the removable cross members. 

• If not level, carefully unclamp the angle gusset braces and adjust 
accordingly. PLEASE USE EXTREME CAUTION – IF A CLAMP 
SHOULD SLIP, TUBE NOSE COULD FALL AND DAMAGE TRUCK. 

 

Step 8. Secure The Tube Nose Metal Carrier To The Pickup Frame 

From the backside of the front tube on the rack, drill 3/8” hole through the 
front rack tube and one side of the tube nose cone. BE CAREFUL NOT TO 
DRILL THROUGH BOTH WALLS OF THE TUBE NOSE TUBE. SEE 
PICTURE OF BOLT AND NUT INSIDE THE TUBE IN THE NEXT 
INSTRUCTION.  

                  
 

• Using the 3/8” bolt secure the tube nose frame to the rack. 
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• Drill 3/8” holes through the angle gusset braces and the side of the tube 
nose frame. 

 

                         
 

• Using the 3/8” x 2 ½ inch bolts secure the angle gusset braces to the 
tube nose frame 

• Tighten all bolts 

• Cut away one side of black square end cap as shown in picture. 

                                     
• Put black square end cap in the open tube so that the cut portion goes 

around bolt. 
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Step 9.  Install Wind Deflector  (Optional) 

• The wind deflector is recommended to reduce wind noise while driving 

• Center the wind deflector (between driver and passenger sides) on: 
◦ The front cross member if you have an extended cab or double cab 

truck 
◦ The middle cross member if you have a single cab truck 

• Install the wind deflector using the self-threading screws or blind rivets  
◦ If using the blind rivets: 

▪ Drill 4 equally spaced ¼” holes through deflector and one wall of 
the tube. 

▪ Fasten the wind deflector using a ¼” rivet tool. 
◦ If using the self-threading screws: 

▪ You will not need to drill any holes 
▪ Use a 5/16” nut driver in your drill to screw the wind deflector on. 

               
 

Step 10  Checking Everything 

• Verify that the metal carrier cross members are tightly secure. 

• Verify that the tube nose carrier is tightly bolted on both sides, both to the 
rack and to the gussets. 

• Verify that that the wind deflector is tightly attached to the tube. 
 

 
At Unruh Fab, we want to continually improve our products to better serve 
you.  We would greatly appreciate any feedback relative to your new rack, 
these instructions or working with our staff.  Thank you in advance for 
sending us any recommendations or feedback to: 
 
Feedback@UnruhFab.com 
 
or you can contact us at:  
By Phone: 888-772-8400  
By Fax: 316-772-5852  
By Mail: Unruh Fab, Inc.• 100 Industrial Drive • Sedgwick, KS • 67135 


